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During a recent Geometry professional development, the participants developed a series 
of questioning categories and a number example questions for each. This is a summary of 
that work.  

Category Example Questions 
 
 

 

Checking for Focus / 
Assessing / Clarifying 
/ Comprehension 

“What is the question asking?” 
“What are we looking for?” 
“What does this represent?” 
“When will ______ apply?” 
“How do you think _____ got that answer?” 

  
Re-phrasing “So what you’re saying is _______, is that correct?” 

“Can you explain_________ in your own words?” 
“Can you restate the problem in your own words?” 
“Can you tell me what (another student) said in your own words?” 

  
Re-Direction  / 
Transition 

“Tell me what they’re asking for?” 
“So now that we know _______, how does that help us?” 
“What about __________?” 
“Can you represent this as a diagram?”  

  
Making Connections / 
Prior Knowledge / 
Application 

“Remember when we ________, how does this apply here (how is it similar)?” 
“How does this relate to your (insert real world experience)” 
“Where else might you use this?” 
“How can you apply this concept?” 
“Can you give me a real life example?” 
“Where have you seen this idea/concept before?” 
“What do you know about _______?” 
“Which method do you use here?” 
“Why did you choose that theorem / definition?” 
“How are these two solutions related?” 

  
Procedural / Factual  “What is the next step?” 

“What is the procedure to find ______?” 
“What is …?” 
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Promoting Deeper 
Thought / Advancing  

“Why do you think that works?” 
“What does this tell us?” 
“What if ______?” 
“How does the problem change if…?” 
“What could you do to make the statement true?” 
“Where else might you use this?” 
“Why did you…?” 
“How do you know __________?” 
“Would this work all the time?” 
“Are there any other ways to solve the problem?” 
“Is there a more general solution?” 
“Can you explain why someone might disagree with that?” 
“What would be needed in order to…?” 
“Can you find a pattern?” 
“Why does this work?” 

  
Probing / Justify / 
Explain 

“How do you know your answer is right?” 
“How did you arrive at your answer?” 
“Why does your answer make sense?” 
“Could you explain your sequence of steps/reasoning?”  
“What can we say about _______?” 
“How can we check the answer?” 
“Can you explain what this solution means?” 

  
Reflective “What did you learn about ____?” 
  

 


